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Oue Hundred Nineteenth Congress
Committee on Homeland Security
1.8, House of Representatives
Washington, BC 20515

June 13, 2025

The Hon. Mark Green

Chairman

Committee on Homeland Security
U.S. House of Representatives
H2-176 Ford House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Green:

This letter serves to formalize the demand made yesterday by multiple Committee Democrats
that you, prior to your upcoming departure from Congress, summon the Secretary of Homeland
Security to testify about the egregious treatment of Senator Alex Padilla during a Department of
Homeland Security (DHS or the Department) press conference at a Federal building in Los
Angeles, California.' This marks the second occasion that law enforcement entities within the
Department have used force to obstruct congressional oversight,” and one in a series of instances
in which the Department has refused to comply with oversight requests.’ The Department’s
actions are an affront not only to congressional prerogatives afforded by the Constitution but also
to rule of law and democracy itself. The Committee must not stand by idly.

As you are likely aware, Secretary Kristi Noem has an abysmal record of responding to inquiries
and document requests from Capitol Hill. On Thursday afternoon, Senator Padilla attempted to
participate in an event at a Federal building in order to engage the Secretary on the aggressive
and unlawful tactics the Trump administration has used against residents of California in recent
weeks. In addition to sweeping, indiscriminate Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
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raids targeting non-criminal migrants,* the administration deployed National Guard troops to Los
Angeles—against the will of California’s Governor—to silence protestors.’

Understandably, the people of California are outraged. Senator Padilla was doing his job when he
attempted to communicate their outrage to Secretary Noem and ask questions about the
administration’s brazen actions in the State. Unfortunately, despite being brought into the
briefing room by law enforcement, being identified by law enforcement in the room, and clearly
identifying himself, Senator Padilla was shoved out of the room, tackled to the ground, and
ultimately handcuffed.® It was a mortifying display for the Department and for the country.
Secretary Noem was present and aware of what was happening and at no point attempted to
intervene. She later gave the excuse that no one in the room recognized the Senator, which we
know is not true.

If it was true that neither the Secretary nor anyone who works for her was able to identify one of
the two Senators of a State in which her Department is executing widespread immigration raids,
she should take responsibility and apologize for the fact their ignorance resulted in the Senator
being treated as a criminal. Instead, the Secretary has been slandering the Senator, falsely
suggesting that he never identified himself and that he lunged at her. Video footage of the
incident demonstrates both accusations to be patently false.” Nevertheless, the Trump
administration continues to parrot these lies to malign Senator Padilla and distract the public
from the authoritarian tactics the President is using to attempt to silence dissent. It is
frighteningly consistent with how the Trump administration treats all of those it views as political
opponents.

In addition to suggesting she did not know Senator Padilla, Secretary Noem also punted
questions on how the Senator was assaulted to law enforcement.® At least some of the law
enforcement agencies to which she refers, however, are housed within her agency, and the buck
is supposed to stop with Secretary Noem. She has an obligation to understand, own, and correct
the mistreatment of Senator Padilla.

It is important to note that the issue we need to raise with Secretary Noem goes beyond the
treatment of one Senator. What happened to Senator Padilla was completely unacceptable, and it
is part of the Trump administration’s assault on American democracy. If this is how the
administration treats a United States Senator in full public view, imagine what it would do to
Americans behind closed doors.
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Unfortunately, the Secretary is, at best, complicit in President Trump’s efforts to dismantle our
democracy and replace it with an authoritarian-style government. In less than 6 months,
Secretary Noem has defied multiple court orders,’ deported American children,' dismantled the
Department’s efforts to combat foreign interference in U.S. elections," and doubled down on
administration efforts to cast political opponents as villains. This kind of lawless behavior,
coupled with reckless disregard for democratic institutions, are the hallmarks of anti-democratic
regimes. Secretary Noem must answer to the Committee for the actions she has taken and
overseen.

Although your time in Congress has been brief, I am sure you have come to appreciate the
importance of oversight, particularly during the 4 2 years you have served on the Committee.
Indeed, you summoned the previous Homeland Security Secretary, who notably never witnessed
and condoned the assault of a sitting Senator, to testify multiple times, only to impeach him. We
appreciate your attention to this request and look forward to your timely response.

Sincerely,
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Ranking Member
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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