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Elizabeth Neumann

Assistant Secretary for Threat Prevention and Security Policy
Office of Strategy, Policy, and Plans

Department of Homeland Security

Washington, DC 20528

Dear Assistant Secretary Neumann:

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to upend American life in new and unpredictable ways, we seek an
understanding of how DHS is preparing for and mitigating potential homeland security threats from bad
actors, such as violent extremists in the United States and abroad, who may seek to exploit vulnerabilities
stemming from this metastasizing crisis. To that end, we would like to know how the Office of Threat
Prevention and Security Policy is coordinating DHS prevention efforts to account for the evolving threat
landscape under the specter of COVID-19.

Recent media reports have highlighted how white supremacist extremists across the world are discussing
ways to take advantage of the COVID-19 pandemic to advance violent ends, including, in some cases,
accelerating society toward mass violence by sowing chaos.1 ISIS, too, appears to be interested in exploiting
the crisis: in the March 19, 2020, issue of the ISIS magazine Al-Naba’, an editorial urged adherents to
leverage the pandemic to free prisoners from the “prisons of the polytheists and the camps of humiliation,”
arguing that Western countries’ security forces are preoccupied with the crisis and their financial resources
are being drained.2

Federal law enforcement entities have published similar warnings. The Federal Protective Service, under
DHS, released an intelligence brief, entitled “White Racially Motivated Violent Extremists Suggest
Spreading the Coronavirus,” warning that white supremacist extremists have discussed the “obligation” to
spread COVID-19 to law enforcement and minority communities.s The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
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field office in New York reportedly released an alert warning local police agencies that white supremacist
extremist groups were encouraging members to intentionally spread the virus to police officers and Jews.s

Extremists have, of course, long made calls to violence against vulnerable groups. However, as the
uncertainty, fears, and anxiety engendered by this pandemic strain our social fabric in many ways, we must
renew our efforts to guard against vulnerabilities that bad actors may exploit.

The Strategic Framework for Countering Terrorism and Targeted Violence states that DHS will “counter
terrorists and violent extremists’ influence online” and “develop prevention frameworks ... to identify and
respond to individuals at risk of mobilizing to violence.”s We seek to understand how this framework is
being implemented across the Department in light of the reports highlighting extremists’ interest in
exploiting the current crisis here and abroad.

To that end, we respectfully request an overview of the Department’s efforts to address and prevent any
exploitation of the COVID-19 pandemic by violent extremists, including any efforts with foreign partners.
In addition, we ask to receive any products that DHS has disseminated to state, local, tribal, and territorial
partners regarding this threat.

We look forward to continuing our partnership with you in tackling these serious issues. Thank you for
your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,
BENNIE G. THOMPSON MAX ROSE
Chairman Chairman
Committee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Intelligence & Counterterrorism

Committee on Homeland Security
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